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Each year, RightsCon convenes business leaders, policy makers,
general counsels, government representatives, technologists,

academics, journalists, and human rights advocates from around the
world to tackle pressing issues at the intersection of human rights
and technology. In engaging fireside chats, hands-on workshops,

strategic roundtables, private meetings, and a lively exhibition space,
RightsCon is where a global movement comes together to build

strategies and drive forward change toward a more free, open, and
connected digital world. 

For its 13th edition, RightsCon was conducted in Taipei, with support
for over 550 sessions across 18 tracks, and 6 different session

formats focused on the intersection of human rights and technology
in the following formats. 

DIALOGUE1 ROUNDTABLE2

WORKSHOP3 PRIVATE MEETING4

LIGHTENING TALK5 TECH DEMO6



RightsCon is the world’s leading summit on human rights in the
digital age, fostering collaboration among activists, policymakers,
technologists, and civil society organizations. It provides a crucial
platform for addressing internet governance, online privacy,
misinformation, and digital inclusion. By bridging stakeholders from
diverse sectors and regions, RightsCon ensures that the voices of
marginalized communities shape global digital rights policies.

Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF) is a leader in digital
inclusion in South Asia, working to bridge the digital divide in
underserved communities. Through initiatives in rural connectivity,
misinformation combat strategies, and digital literacy, DEF brought
its expertise to RightsCon discussions, supported by the METF grant
of Association for Progressive Communication, as participants and
session speakers. Its hands-on experience with community
networks, digital entrepreneurship, and advocacy for inclusive
internet policies ensures that grassroots perspectives are
represented on a global stage.

DEF’s contributions are particularly impactful in areas of access to
information, digital security, and ethical AI use. By getting an
opportunity to present case studies from India, we hope to shape
practical, localised solutions to global challenges. As a contributor at
RightsCon, DEF played a role in ensuring digital rights discourse
remains inclusive, action-driven, and focused on empowering
communities at the last mile.
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RightsCon started with a welcome address by the organisers and
special guests. From the beginning, the human rights emergency
across the world was highlight and a call for action was presented to
the stakeholders in attendance. The welcome address started with
Nikki Gladstone, RightsCon Director, Access Now, who  
addressed the audience, welcomed them and spoke about the
importance of hosting RightsCon25 in light of digital development,
digital violations and digital revelations from across the world. The
welcome note emphasised how convenings like RightsCon create
crucial spaces for advocacy, dialogue, and collaboration in an era
where digital rights are increasingly under threat. Bringing together
diverse organisations, experts, and activists enables a collective
response to challenges like censorship, surveillance, and
misinformation. These forums drive policy changes, strengthen
digital resilience, and amplify the voices of those fighting for a free
and open internet. In today’s digital democracy, such gatherings are
essential to ensuring that technology serves people, 
rather than controlling them.

Opening ceremony

3244 people are here in person to
contribute to safeguarding human
rights and understand the role
that digital plays in safeguarding
these rights. 
~ Nikki Gladstone





I would like to invite all of
you to draw on the
communal, environmental
and cultural protocols
embedded in indigenous
technologies as a collective
response for shaping a digital
future
~ Alejandro Mayoral Banos, Ecexutive
Director, Access Now 

I would like to invite all of
you to draw on the
communal, environmental
and cultural protocols
embedded in indigenous
technologies as a collective
response for shaping a
digital future
~ Raman Jit Singh Chima, Asia
Policy Director and Sr. International
Counsel, Access Now



I would like to share with you an
anecdote. I was one of the Taiwanese
students studying in the USA. At the
time, we were passionate to find ways to
defend our new found democracy by
using the emerging tools of the internet
at a time when connections came with
dialing modems. But students organised 

and shared information,
gaining attention of a
print media magazine

8Business Week9 that
published an article

called 
8Taiwanese fight 

fire with wire9
~ Hsiao Bi-khim

Vice President,
Taiwan



On day 1, we started with a lightening talk by Stephen McLeod
Blythe, Head of Legal Process at Automattic. At RightsCon, he
underscored the responsibility of democratic societies in
safeguarding freedom of expression, particularly on online platforms
where accountability can be unclear. He highlighted Automattic’s
legal challenge against a 2015 Turkish court order that led to the
temporary blocking of over 77 million WordPress.com sites in Turkey
due to censorship concerns. After an eight-year legal battle, the
Turkish Constitutional Court ruled in Automattic’s favour, marking a
significant victory for digital rights. Blythe stressed that such
censorship restricts access to information and heightens
vulnerabilities to digital rights violations. He also emphasised that
platforms like WordPress provide a vital space for independent
journalism, activism, and dissent, enabling individuals to share
perspectives free from state or corporate control. In restrictive
environments, they serve as crucial alternatives to censored
mainstream media, ensuring that diverse voices and critical
discourse remain accessible. 

We also attended a lightening talk by Ukraine War Archive, where
they highlighted that digitising the history of a country, especially
during conflict, is crucial for preserving truth, countering
misinformation, and ensuring that voices are not erased. In war
zones, traditional records are often lost or destroyed, making digital
archives essential for documenting lived experiences, resistance,
and resilience. Digital platforms enable global access, fostering
awareness and advocacy while providing affected communities with
a means to share and reclaim their narratives. In conflict zones,
digital tools become lifelines—protecting history, mobilising support,
and connecting people amidst turmoil.

LIGHTENING TALKS



Democratic societies have responsibility to
propagate freedom of expression, especially on
online platforms where accountability can be
blurred. Take Turkey for example, Wordpress is
home to millions of websites and certain attacks
on blocking IP addresses would make the
network of websites on our platforms
unavailable in Turkey. The climate there makes
people access information online and that
inaccess make them more vulnerable to
censorship and curtail their digital rights
~ Steve Blythe, Automattic @Wordpressdotcom






































































